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Introduction 

In the globalized world, it is a requirement for any organization to build and run their IT systems to cater multiple functionalities and geographies. IT landscape consists of different systems like marketing, analytics, financial, sales, design etc in multiple geographies. 

Master data is not an exception to this: SAP MDM maintains the most crucial part of data. The whole principal value and driving factor of MDM solution is to provide *single version of truth* of master data. Any wrong information of the master data brings down the purpose of MDM solution. However there are situations when there are mistakes by human error or the junk data getting imported from source systems. 

Solution 

SAP MDM solution validation functionality forces the governance on master data management. It enhances the quality for the master data records. Ex it can be created to check if some fields are not filled. It can check if there are issues in imported master data viz some invalid characters like comma, brackets etc in telephone numbers or @ and .com is not added in email field.  It can also check if pin code is entered in particular format etc.

Prevention is better than cure and the same is equipped by the validation functionality. It’s better solution to prevent junk data getting imported into MDM. Cleaning the master data after importing is tedious and require more time and energy. 

Note:  InQuera repository is used for this example.

Steps 
1.  Go to Validations tab and right click on area as shown.
2.  Create New Validation by selecting Add Validation.
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3. Give the Name for the Validation Is Not Null (Name)
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4. Click on Validation field to enter the Validation Expression. Use Functions, Operations, Fields and Lookups for required validation expression. 
              IS_NOT_NULL(Name.Name)
This will check if category is not entered while importing or creating new master data record.
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5. Enter the Error Message which will be displayed on validation failure. 

Name is not entered. Please enter *Name*.
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6. Select Automatic Execution field value as warning or error.
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7. Save the Validation.

8. Similarly create another validation to verify if the category is not entered for master data record. 

             Is Not Null (Category)
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9. Enter the Validation Expression to check if Category is not entered. 

               IS_NOT_NULL(Category.Category)
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10. Enter the Error Message which will be displayed on validation failure. 

  Category is not entered. Please enter *Category*.

11.  Select Automatic Execution field value as warning or error.
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12.  Now Add a new record. 
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13.  Save the new record as it is without entering anything. 


Validations will automatically trigger while trying to save the new record. Result will be validation pop-ups respectively for Category and Name.
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Validation Groups  
We can group multiple validations in single validation. This way, we can run all the associated validations in 1 single step or call them individually. This is helpful if we have to call multiple validations during verification process after importing the master data records or call multiple validations in workflows.
1. Go to Validations tab and right click on area as shown.
2. Select Edit Validation Groups… option to add a validation group.
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3. Right-click on the validation Groups, select Add Child
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4. Enter name for new validation group Category and Name.
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5. Assign both the validations to validation group Category and Name.
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6. These are settings for validation Is Not Null (Category).
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7. This is validation settings for validation Is Not Null (Name).
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8. Select the records for which the validations should run. Right-click after selection.

9. Select Validations ( Execute Group ( Category and Name.
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10. This is the pop-up warning from the validations. 
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11. This is result after running the validation group. 
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Multilingual Validations  

Validation are supported in multiple languages. For more info, please refer to Master Data Management - Multiple Languages - Part 3 - Managing Multilingual Master Data with Data Manager 

Exclusions  

Validations in workflow are not explained in this part. It will be incorporated in part 2. 

Conclusion 
It was quite surprising that there was no article for Validations while multiple questions were asked in MDM SCN forum. This exercise was created in early 2007; for easy reference, contributing this as basic step by step guide. It is a very simple example and small step in the wonderful world of Validations. Use your skills to come up with validations for your business requirements. Explore plenty of threads in SCN for many solved business cases. 

As we come to the end of this article, that I hope you found interesting, I would like to collect your feedback, queries and suggestions. Feel free to send me an email.
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