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SAP NetWeaver Unleashed

When 3 Become 1:
SAP NetWeaver Process Orchestration
Blends Solutions to Improve Flexibility
and Better Align IT and Business
by Michael Stamback and Eduardo Chiocconi, SAP
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and business process management technologies

enables this flexibility across the stack, from the

to provide that foundation, enabling organiza-

process layer down into the service layer. It pro-

tions to address those parts of their business

vides an extensible, flexible framework that

that require superior flexibility to adapt at the

allows organizations to extend their stable, core

speed of change.

SAP Business Suite processes without having to
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SAP NetWeaver Process Orchestration
blends three related solutions, empowering companies to assemble process-
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same infrastructure for both integration-centric
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tices for application-to-application (A2A) and

mately save both time and money.
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2. SAP NetWeaver BPM

3 Become 1: What
Each Component
Brings to the Table

by SAP NetWeaver Process
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business and IT through business process modeling capabilities, using a standard business process
modeling notation (BPMN) that is understandable by both IT and the business. IT can augment
these agreed-upon models to connect to the right
systems (with the help of the SAP NetWeaver PI
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minimize disconnects and misunderstandings. It
addresses each area of responsibility within the
business process life cycle to provide a smooth
transition through the lifecycle stages, leveraging the core strengths of each category of
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individuals involved. As shown in Figure 2, the

benefits from empowering business users — for

FIGURE 2 p The four main phases

business process life cycle aligns:

example, it will free up IT to focus more on stra-

of the business process life cycle,
and the various personas involved
in them

 Business analysts: Non-technical individuals
who understand the business requirements
 Developers: Technical individuals who are
responsible for building systems supporting
business needs

tegic initiatives and keep up with the pace of
change in the business.

What’s Next?
Moving forward, SAP plans to provide even
more capabilities in SAP NetWeaver Process
Orchestration for defining end-to-end processes

 IT administrators: Technical individuals who
keep the IT infrastructure up and running

and leveraging capabilities from SAP’s Business
Process Library initiative. This initiative con-

 Process owners: Non-technical individuals
who manage and supervise the business’s dayto-day operations

nects to the SAP business process repository and
externalizes standard and customized SAP Business Suite processes rendered in BPMN (the
same notation used by the BPM component in

 End users: Disparate persons who need to

SAP NetWeaver Process Orchestration). The

interact with the process

simple visibility this provides, along with the evi-

Throughout the phases of the business process

working, is beneficial by itself, but more value is

life cycle — model, implement, optimize, and exe-

obtained by using this externalization as a refer-

cute (refer back to Figure 2) — these individuals

ence
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centric applications together with the mission of

Doing so provides a much more organic exten-

easily accommodating change. The only way to

sion to SAP Business Suite processes and shows

scale and react to changing business conditions in

how they could be completely connected in a

a timely manner is to empower the right business

unified life cycle.
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individuals to effectively manage change on their
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own. (After all, they know best how the business
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ner as business requirements and demands

information, contact michael.stamback@sap.

change,

com or eduardo.chiocconi@sap.com. n

but

IT

will

also

gain

its

own

Subscribe today. Visit sapinsider.wispubs.com.

